
 

 

 

EDINBURGH STUDENT LAW REVIEW 

HOUSE STYLE 
 

A. INTRODUCTION 

 

The editors are pleased to consider for publication articles submitted by electronic 

mail. Texts should be in IBM-compatible format, ideally Word for Windows. Articles 

will be considered only on condition that they have not in whole, in part, or in 

substance been published or offered for publication elsewhere.  

 

Texts submitted for possible inclusion as long articles should normally not exceed 

8,000 words (including footnotes). Those submitted for the short article section of the 

journal should normally not exceed 3,000 words.   

 

Authors are asked to submit texts in conformity with the house style of the Edinburgh 

Student Law Review, and the editors reserve the right to make amendments 

considered necessary to achieve this format. The editors may also make changes with 

a view to eliminating errors of typing, grammar, syntax, punctuation, spelling, and 

idiom; eliminating ambiguity, illogicality, tautology, circumlocution and redundancy; 

producing accuracy and coherence; and improving the mode of expression and style 

of writing. However, the primary responsibility for these errors lies with the author of 

the work submitted. The house style of the Edinburgh Student Law Review is as 

follows.  

 

B. GENERAL GUIDANCE 

 

The house style mirrors that of the Edinburgh Law Review, with minor changes. It is 

advised that one refers to a previous issue the Edinburgh Student Law Review for a 

visual example of the description given below. 

 

Title 
 

The main title of the article should appear centred at the head of the first page, in 

small capitals, pt size 16. The author’s name should appear below the title, also 

centred, in capitals and lower case italics, pt size 14. There should be an asterisk after 

the author’s name, referring to the first of the footnotes (also asterisked), giving the 

author’s current level of study or, if appropriate, position(s) of employment. 

 

Text 
 

All text should be in pt size 11, single line spaced. 

 

New paragraphs should be indented except in the case of the opening paragraph and 

any paragraph following a heading.  

 



Capitalisation should in general be used sparingly, e.g. for proper names of persons, 

places, institutions and intellectual movements (Viscount Stair, Court of Session, 

European Union, Scottish Enlightenment) (but not for “member states” of the 

European Union). Common Law should be capitalised when used in the sense of 

referring to the Anglo-American legal tradition, but lower case in the sense of rules of 

law not derived from statute. Similarly, Civil Law or Civilian should be capitalised 

when used in the sense of the Romanistic-European legal tradition, but lower case in 

the sense of private law. 

 

Single spaces should be used after full stops and other punctuation marks. Quotations 

longer than three lines of text should be presented as independent, fully-indented 

paragraphs without quotation marks and with a line space to the top and bottom; 

quotations within such quotations should be presented within double quotation marks. 

Other quotations should be presented within double quotation marks, with single 

quotation marks for quotations within quotations. Quotations from foreign language 

texts should normally appear in English translation, but the original text may also be 

reproduced if it is necessary that the text be examined closely.  

 

If foreign words have been taken in to normal English usage then they should lose 

their accents: e.g. "role" in preference to "rôle"; "naive" in preference to "naïve". Note 

that there are exceptions to this general rule because of pronunciation: e.g. "cliché", 

"café". If a foreign word has not been taken into English usage, then it should be in 

italics. (Note that quotations in foreign languages should not be italicised.) Wherever 

possible the plurals for foreign words in normal English usage should be in English 

form, except where English usage dictates otherwise: thus prefer "syllabuses", 

"gymnasiums", "octopuses" "indexes", "encomiums", but also "genera", "hypotheses", 

"crises", "phenomena".   

 

Give numbers under 100 in words (except in percentages - and then use %). Give 

dates in the form 25 December 2002.  

 

Headings within text 
 

Headings within the text are encouraged, to make the structure of the argument clear. 

It is recommended that no more than three degrees of heading be used, as follows: 

 

 

A. PRINCIPAL HEADING 

 

(1) Second grade heading 
 

(a) Third grade heading 

 

Spacing of Headings 

 

There should be a double line space above all principal headings except for the first 

principal heading, which should have three. Second grade headings should have one 

space above and one below. Third grade headings should have one space above but 

none below. 

 



Footnotes 

 

Commas 

In general, there is no comma before page numbers, paragraph numbers or, in the case 

of statutes, section numbers. Commas are used mainly to separate the author from the 

title of the book or article (W M Gordon, Scottish Land Law). 

 

‘At’ 

‘At’ is used wherever there is both a starting page and a further page (or paragraph) 

which is actually being referred to. So it is used with cases, with articles, and with 

chapters in edited books.  

 

Stops 

No stops are used with abbreviations other than e.g. and i.e. (e.g. Mr, Lloyd LJ, SC, 

QC, Co, Ltd, Trs, Exrs). 

  

 

C. SOURCE REFERRED TO: FIRST OCCURENCE 

 

This section sets out the rules for the first time that a particular book, article, case, 

statute etc is cited. The next section deals with subsequent occurrences. 

 

In general 

 

For authors, give initials and not full first names. So “W W McBryde” and not 

“William W McBryde”. 

 

Page numbers are given without a preliminary “p” but paragraphs need “para”. If a 

number of pages are being referred to – 

 

 the terminus can be indicated (eg 418-461) [NB give the end page in full, so 

not “418-61”], or  

 “ff” can be used (eg 418 ff).  

 

Chapter is given as “ch”, part as “part”, and volume as “vol”. 

 

Articles 

 

A comprehensive electronic database of preferred abbreviations for journals can be 

found at http://www.legalabbrevs.cardiff.ac.uk/  The abbreviation should be given 

without italics or stops; but if a journal cited only by abbreviation is likely to be 

unfamiliar to readers, the full name should be given (and in italics). 

 

The title of the article should be given without initial capitals except where 

unavoidable. 

 

Some examples: 

 

E Durfee, “Revocation of wills by subsequent change in the condition or 

circumstances of the testator” (1942) 40 MichLRev 406.  

http://www.legalabbrevs.cardiff.ac.uk/


 

R A Hughes, “Mutual wills and contracts not to revoke – the case of voluntary and 

involuntary revocation” (1999) 3 Journal of South Pacific Law 1 at 6. 

 

Books 

 

D Johnston, Prescription and Limitation (1999) 231. 

W M Gordon, Scottish Land Law, 2nd edn (1999) para 12-24. 

W A Wilson and A G M Duncan, Trusts, Trustees and Executors, 2nd edn (1995) ch 4. 

 

New edition by different author: 

 

W M Gloag and R C Henderson, The Law of Scotland, 11th edn, by L Dunlop et al 

(2001) para 45.07 

 

Chapter in an edited book: 

 

J Blackie, “T B Smith as a Legal Historian”, in E Reid and D L Carey Miller (eds), A 

Mixed Legal System in Transition: T B Smith and the Progress of Scots Law (2005) 

73 at 79. 

 

Stair Memorial Encyclopaedia 

 

Article in the original, 25-volume Encyclopaedia: 

 

J M Thomson, “Fraud”, in The Laws of Scotland: Stair Memorial Encyclopaedia vol 

11 (1990) para 733. 

 

Article in the Reissue: 

 

N R Whitty, “Nuisance”, in The Laws of Scotland: Stair Memorial Encyclopaedia, 

Reissue (2001) para 57. 

 

Legislation 

 

Title Conditions (Scotland) Act 2003 s 4(2). 

Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 s 93(1), (3). 

Finance Act 2005 s 83(1), Sch 8 para 3. 

 

Contaminated Land (Scotland) Regulations 2005, SSI 2005/658.  

Stamp Duty Land Tax Avoidance Schemes Regulations 2005, SI 2005/1868.  

 

Cases 

 

The most authoritative report should be used: in particular Session Cases should be 

used in preference to Scots Law Times. The neutral citation should also be given, 

where one is available. Westlaw is a convenient way of checking the correct citation.  

 

It is not necessary to state the court. 

 



Where a judgment is divided into numbered paragraphs, all references should be to 

paragraph numbers. Otherwise page numbers should be used (with lettering, where 

available). 

 

Some examples: 

 

Milligan’s JF v Milligan 1910 SC 58. 

Macdonald v City of Glasgow Bank (1879) 6 R 621 at 629 per Lord President Inglis.  

Burnett’s Tr v Grainger [2004] UKHL 8, 2004 SC (HL) 19 at para 161 per Lord 

Rodger of Earlsferry. 

South Lanarkshire Council v Taylor [2005] CSIH 6, 2005 SC 182. 

Bowman v Fels [2005] EWCA Civ 226, [2005] 1 WLR 3083. 

 

Where the reference includes both first instance and appeal, indicate whether the 

appeal court affirmed the lower court (“affd”) or reversed it (“rev”). Thus: 

 

Grampian Joint Police Board v Pearson 2000 SLT 90 affd 2001 SC 772. 

 

Institutional writers/Roman authorities 

 

Stair, Inst 2.3.5.  

Bell, Comm I, 325. 

Bell, Prin § 605. 

 

J Inst 2.3.5. 

Gai Inst 2.97 

D 50.16.23 

C 2.1 

 

EU cases and legislation  

 

Case 6/60 Humblet v Belgium [1960] ECR 559. 

Case C-213/89 R v Secretary of State for Transport, ex parte Factortame [1991] ECR 

I-3905. 

Case C-320/03 Commission v Austria, 15 November 2005, unreported. 

 

Cite ECR in preference to CMLR or the All ER (D). Note that since 1990 ECR is 

divided into I and II.  For recent judgments, contributors are reminded that page 

citation is available in the Receuil de la Jurisprudence de la Cour long before the 

ECR. 

 

A “C” should precede the number of a post-1989 decision of the European Court of 

Justice, a “T” that of the First Instance Court, and an “F” that of the EU Civil Service 

Tribunal.  

 

Use the style “OJ” for the Official Journal. Thus: OJ 1993 C166/1 

 

Cite Treaty Articles thus: 

for post-1999 numbering: art 234 EC. 

 for pre-1999 numbering: art 177 of the EC Treaty.  



Cite Directives thus: 

Council Directive 2001/89 OJ 2001 L316/5. 

 

Cite Decisions thus: 

Commission Decision 239/96 OJ 1996 L78/47. 

 

Cite Regulations thus: 

Commission Regulation 3223/94 OJ 1994 L337/66.  

 

Official publications 

 

Official Report of the Scottish Parliament: 

 

Scottish Parliament, Official Report cols 1955–1957 (24 Sept 2003). 

 

If the report is in respect of a committee, name the committee: 

 

Scottish Parliament, Official Report, Communities Committee, col 1704 (2 Feb 2005). 

 

Hansard: 

 

HC/HL Deb 23 Apr 1996, cols 198-203. 

 

Command Papers: 

Land Tenure in Scotland: a Plan for Reform (Cmnd 4099: 1969) para 25. 

Scottish Law Commission materials: 

 

Report on Incapable Adults (Scot Law Com No 151, 1995) para 3.2. 

Discussion Paper on Variation and Termination of Trusts (Scot Law Com DP No 129, 

2005) para 6.4. 

 

Websites 

 

URLs should be italicised and should be re-checked at proof stage: 

H L MacQueen, “Scots law and the road to the new ius commune” (2000) 4 

Electronic Journal of Comparative Law, available at http://law.kub.nl/ejcl/44/art44-

1.html. 

Scottish Executive, BSE incidence in Scotland – UK Cattleherd, available at 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library4/ERAD/LAH/00014759.aspx.  

 

 

D. SOURCE REFERRED TO: SUBSEQUENT OCCURRENCES 

 

Where an article, book, case or statute has already been cited, subsequent citations 

should be abbreviated, as follows. 

 

Books and articles 

A shortened form of the name should be used: 

 



 for books, give both the author and a short version of the title: eg McBryde, 

Contract 

 for articles (including chapters in edited books), give only the author: eg 

Thomson. 

 

If there are two authors, they can be separated by “&”. If there are more than two 

authors, give the first only followed by “et al”. 

 

In addition, a reference should normally be made to the footnote in which the book or 

article is fully described. But this need not be done if that footnote is close enough (or 

the book/article sufficiently well known) for the reader to be able to identify it without 

further guidance. 

 

In the case of articles (including chapters in edited books), the page number should be 

proceeded by “at” (as it would be in the original citation of the article: see above). 

 

Some examples: 

Halliday, Conveyancing para 14-61  

Cusine & Paisley, Servitudes para 13.4 

Wilson, Debt (n 21) 44 

Forte (n 63) at 114 

 

If a book or article is being referred to frequently, it can be given a short name which 

can then be used throughout the article without the need to refer back to the footnote 

in which it is fully described. As the name must be one which will be clear to the 

reader, it is necessary – even in the case of articles – to use both the surname of the 

author and a version of the title. Naming a book or article is done as follows: 

 

W A Wilson and A G M Duncan, Trusts, Trustees and Executors, 2nd edn (1995) 

(henceforth Wilson & Duncan, Trusts) 

 

R R M Paisley, “The succession rights of the unborn child” (2006) 10 EdinLR 28 

(henceforth Paisley, “Unborn child”) 

 

Cases 

As for books and articles. The shortened form of the name should normally be that of 

the pursuer. 

Some examples: 

Baird’s Trs at 460. 

Allan (n 12) at 93L-94B per Lord Jauncey. 

Elmstead Ltd (n 72) at para 45. 

 

Statutes 

If the full name of the statute has been given recently, it can be described by year: eg 

“2003 Act”. Otherwise the name should be given again in full.  

 

 

 


